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Quick Look - Happenings

Wednesday, April 18 | 5:30 p.m. 
Alaska Public Media Reception

 Alaska Public Media, 3877 University Drive

Thursday, April 19 | 5 – 7 p.m. 
The Spenardian Magazine Launch

The Writer’s Block, 956 Spenard Road

Thursday, April 19 | 5 – Midnight
KONR Fundraiser Dance Party
The Avenue Bar,  338 W 4th Avenue 

Friday, April 20 | 6:30 – 9:30 p.m. 
Anchorage Press Party 

Anchorage Press, 731 I Street, Suite 102

Saturday, April 21 | 9 a.m. 
Alaska Press Club Board Meeting

UAA Social Sciences 118

Saturday, April 21 | 6 p.m. 
Cocktail hour with Thompson & Co.

Williwaw, 609 F Street

Saturday, April 21 | 7 p.m.
Alaska Press Club Awards Celebration  

Williwaw, 609 F Street

Saturday, April 21 | 9 p.m. – Midnight
The Crude Magazine After Party

Brown Bag Sandwich Co., 535 W 3rd Avenue



DID YOU PURCHASE YOUR MEMBERSHIP?!
Memberships and payments for annual contest entries keep 
Alaska Press Club afloat! They are a major reason we get to 
provide yearly J-Week events. 

$30 General Members are persons whose primary occupation is 
journalism in Alaska. This may include owners and employees 
of newspapers, radio stations, television stations, magazines, 
news services, cable and online news sources, as well as 
freelancers and educators whose main focus is journalism.

$45 Associate Members are members of the general public who 
support the objectives of Alaska Press Club.

$10 Student Members are full-time students or part-time students 
who are considering a career in journalism.

Purchase your membership at alaskapressclub.com until 
Wednesday, April 18 or at the conference registration table. 

#akpressclub



Thursday, April 19
RADIO DAY 
Location: Alaska Public Media

8:15 – 8:45 a.m.
DOORS OPEN
Register for the conference, get some breakfast and hot drinks and 
warm up for the training. APM TV Studio

8:45 – 9 a.m.
WELCOMES, INTRODUCTIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Meet your fellow reporters and producers. APM TV Studio 
 
9 – 10:15 a.m. 
HOW AUDIO STORIES BEGIN | ALISON MACADAM
Good stories need to hook listeners fast, and there’s no right way of 
doing it. This session involves listening critically to different story 
beginnings, along with discussion about how best to decide where 
to start. APM TV Studio 
 
10:30 – 11:45 a.m.
SOURCING FOR DIVERSITY | KEITH WOODS
How do you expand the voices your audience will hear? We’ll talk 
through strategies for opening your journalism up to a fuller range 
of people and perspectives. The session is built on insights from 
research NPR has done to understand who’s on our air and what 
stands between public radio and our goal to “look and sound like 
America.” APM TV Studio 

12 – 12:30 p.m.
LUNCH
Provided by Alaska Public Media. APM TV Studio 



12:45 – 1:45 p.m.
APRN ANNUAL MEETING 
A network update and discussion, with Alaska Public Media’s Lori 
Townsend and Annie Feidt from Alaska’s Energy Desk. 
APM TV Studio 

2 – 3:30 p.m.
FOCUSING AUDIO STORIES | ALISON MACADAM
What story are you actually telling? It can be hard to pin that 
down in the midst of deadlines, hours of tape and big, complicated 
topics. Working with your own stories-in-progress, we’ll spend this 
session exploring strategies to create better focus and structure. 
Please come to this session with a story idea in mind — it can be 
something you are currently in the early stages of working on, or an 
idea you want to pursue in the future. APM TV Studio

FIELD PRODUCTION | ROB BYERS
What mic should you use — and what exactly should you record? 
We’ll talk about mic technique, solving common audio problems, 
and strategies to achieve engaging-sounding stories. 
Conference Room

3:45 – 5 p.m.
BUILDING DIGITAL ENGAGEMENT | SARA GOO
Our online audience represents a younger demographic than our 
radio listeners. But how do we convert news readers and social 
media followers to fans for life? Sara Goo discusses a fresh look 
at newsletters, Facebook groups and call-out tools that can help 
convert “traffic” into known “audience” for life. APM TV Studio  

#akpressclub



Friday, April 20
ALL MEDIA 
Location: University of Alaska Anchorage

8:30 a.m. 
WELCOME
Breakfast snacks and hot drinks provided by KRUA 88.1 FM and 
The Northern Light. UAA Social Sciences Lobby

8 – 9 a.m.
INTRO TO DAY 
Led by student journalists, we’ll learn a little more about our 
visiting presenters and conference sessions. UAA Student Union Den

9 – 10:15 a.m.
YES YOU CAN | TIM EVANS
How reporters at small papers can do high-impact enterprise and 
investigations on a shoestring budget. UAA Student Union Den

OUTSMARTING THE ALGORITHM | TULSI KAMATH
How do you win at Facebook when the rules are constantly 
changing? Strategies for maximizing your newsroom’s social impact 
on Facebook. UAA Social Sciences 118

HANDLING RACE, IDENTITY AND DIVERSITY | KEITH WOODS
When do you identify someone by their race, gender or political 
party? What do you do when your story is about a slur? We’ll talk 
about strategies for tackling some of the most common concerns 
journalists have when discussing the differences that matter most in 
the country. UAA Social Sciences 253

#akpressclub



10:30 – 11:45 a.m.
HOW TO BE GOOD TELEVISION: TIPS AND TRICKS | LIBBY CASEY
Whether making TV or videos for social media, you can hook an 
audience, keep them watching, and do good journalism all at the 
same time. We’ll go over everything from how to shoot your best 
smartphone footage to how to look personable but polished. 
UAA Student Union Den

REPORTING ON SEXUAL ASSAULT  | PANEL
Sexual abuse is one of Alaska’s biggest, most persistent problems, 
yet newsrooms across the state struggle to thoroughly and 
consistently cover stories of sexual exploitation, violence and 
harassment. Kyle Hopkins, Liz Raines and Tulsi Kamath look at 
recent coverage examples and best practices for tackling the subject, 
from the #MeToo movement to long-ignored abuse of children and 
teens. Moderated by Julia O’Malley. UAA Social Sciences 118

EXTREME WEATHER REPORTING | PANEL
In Alaska, great stories often happen in extreme conditions, far 
from conveniences like public buildings, cell phone reception or 
wifi. How do you keep your equipment working and protected 
in extremely wet, cold or remote conditions? More importantly 
- how do you prepare yourself so that frostbite or hypothermia 
don’t become souvenirs of your reporting? Freelance journalist Jill 
Burke, ADN journalist Tegan Hanlon, ADN photojournalist Loren 
Holmes and Alaska Public Media reporter Zachariah Hughes will 
offer practical tips from their experience in the field. Moderated by 
Victoria Barber. UAA Social Sciences 253

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Have an idea for a breakout conversation? See the Breakout 
Board in the Social Sciences Lobby to reserve space. Please 
notify the registration table about your breakout so that we can 
promote it. 



12 – 1 p.m. 
INTRODUCTION TO DATA JOURNALISM | HEATHER BRYANT
(Free lunch provided by Online News Association)
We’ll be talking about approaches to data journalism, how to deal 
with data, where you can find good data sets for Alaska stories, 
tools that you can use and best practices for methodology and 
transparency. We’ll also go over levels of complexity; what’s possible 
with free and cheap tools and where to start if you’re interested in 
getting more codeful and building your own scripts and scrapers. 
Sponsored by the Online News Association.  
UAA Social Sciences Lobby & 118
 
STUDENT LUNCH | PANEL
(Free lunch provided by The Northern Light and KRUA 88.1 FM)
All are invited to a pizza lunch and a presentation by local 
photographers. UAA Student Union Den

1:15 – 2:30 p.m. 
ANXY’S ORIGIN STORY | INDHIRA ROJAS
Indhira Rojas, the founder and creative director of Anxy Magazine, 
will be presenting about the creation of her publication. As a 
designer for over a decade, she has worked in branding, editorial 
and interaction design for the Bold Italic, Modern Farmer, Atlas 
Obscura and Medium. Rojas will discuss how her creative team 
works with writers and artists to move a magazine into production 
and publication. UAA Student Union Den

REPORTING WITH ANONYMOUS SOURCES | PANEL
What are the rules for handling anonymous sources and the 
information they share? How do you determine who should 
be anonymous? How do you establish trust? Under what 
circumstances does the source lose anonymity that’s been granted 
to them? With NPR Managing Editor Sara Goo, Associated Press 
Alaska News Editor Mark Thiessen and KTVA-TV (Anchorage) 
News Director Janis Harper. CoastAlaska’s Ed Schoenfeld 
moderates. UAA Social Sciences 118



SHOULD WE START A PODCAST? | PANEL
It seems like everybody wants to podcast these days. But how do 
you decide if you or your organization should dive into podcasting? 
We’ll offer some criteria for figuring out whether it’s worth it – and 
what kind of podcast would be valuable to your audience. Panel 
discussion moderated by Annie Feidt with Alison MacAdam of 
NPR and Rachel Waldholz and Zachariah Hughes from Alaska 
Public Media. UAA Social Sciences 253

2:45 – 4 p.m.
WHAT DO YOU MEAN? THE POWER OF A QUESTION | KEITH WOODS
Here are some powerful tools for reporters, producers and 
editors who are faced routinely with reporting on tough issues of 
difference. Using three, time-tested journalistic questions, you’ll 
find new ways to deploy them and bring clarity to your stories, 
especially when it comes to race. This conversation is meant to 
build off of Woods’ morning session. UAA Social Sciences 118

BUILDING TRUST WITH SOURCES | PANEL
Techniques for reaching out to undercovered communities and 
sources who don’t know you. How do you cross that bridge without 
burning it down? With Alaska Public Media’s Lori Townsend, 
KYUK reporter Christine Trudeau and former KNBA News 
Director Joaqlin Estus. CoastAlaska’s Ed Schoenfeld moderates. 
UAA Student Union Den

TIPS AND TRICKS FOR EXPLAINING DIFFICULT TOPICS | TIM BRADNER
Health care. Oil taxes. Ugh! Simple tips for tackling complex topics. 
UAA Social Sciences 253

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Have an idea for a breakout conversation? See the Breakout 
Board in the Social Sciences Lobby to reserve space. Please 
notify the registration table about your breakout so that we can 
promote it. 



4:15 – 5:30 p.m. 
HYPERLOCAL PUBLICATIONS | PANEL
From neighborhood newspapers to niche magazines, hyperlocal 
publications are popping up all around Anchorage. Join CRUDE’s 
Cody Liska, Mountain View Post’s Kirsten Swann and Samantha 
Davenport and Victoria Petersen from The Spenardian for a panel 
discussion about what it takes to start your own publication. Zakiya 
McCummings moderates. UAA Student Union Den

EVERYTHING YOU ALWAYS WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT SPORTS WRITING BUT 
ARE AFRAID TO ASK | WILLIAM MORROW
At some point, your editor is going to ask you to get a story from a 
sporting event. Now what? In this session, Peninsula Clarion editor 
Will Morrow, a former sports reporter, will delve into why news 
reporters should be excited to cover sports, what makes it news, 
and offer suggestions for and insight into getting a good story. If 
you’re already covering sports, we’ll talk about ideas to expand your 
audience, and we’ll wrap things up with things you can learn from a 
sports reporter that will help your news writing. 
UAA Social Sciences 118

6:30 – 9:30  p.m.
ANCHORAGE PRESS PARTY
Mingle with fellow journalists over pizza and beer at the new 
Anchorage Press location. Anchorage Press, 731 I Street, Suite 102

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Have an idea for a breakout conversation? See the Breakout 
Board in the Social Sciences Building Lobby to reserve space. 
Please notify the registration table about your breakout so that 
we can promote it. 

#akpressclub



Saturday, April 21
9  a.m.
WELCOME
Breakfast snacks and hot drinks provided by Alaska Press Club. 
UAA Social Sciences Lobby

ALASKA PRESS CLUB BOARD MEETING
Annual meeting and elections. Interested in volunteering or 
running for the Alaska Press Club board? Board applications are 
available at alaskapressclub.com. UAA Social Sciences 118



10:30 – 11:45 a.m.
DEPTH DURING DAYTURNS | CATHERINE STEWARD & JASON LAMB
Daily assignments are the bread and butter of any newsroom.  We’re 
expected to produce television packages under increasing deadline 
pressure, along with social media and online responsibilities.  In 
this session, we’ll show you where to discover the depth in your 
daily assignments. We’ll teach you how to mine everyday moments 
to create meaningful connections that will resonate with your 
audience, so you can turn your reports into memorable stories that 
matter. UAA Consortium Library 307 

THE POWER OF LISTENING | TIM EVANS 
How IndyStar reporters followed a series of small tips to expose the 
biggest sex-abuse scandal in American sports. 
UAA Social Sciences 118

DEPTH & OBJECTIVITY IN REPORTING ON ALASKA NATIVE ISSUES | PANEL
We’ll share ways to add context and bring new perspectives to 
stories about Alaska Native issues. We’ll describe how to develop 
sources, build relations with the Native community and how we 
learned to identify and minimize our own biases. Join Christine 
Trudeau (Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation) KYUK reporter; Vera 
Bedard (Tlingit), Playwright and “First Alaskans” editor; Angela 
Gonzales (Athabascan),  author of “Athabascan Woman blog” and 
Indigenous Communications Manager, First Alaskans Institute; 
Joaqlin Estus (Tlingit), KNBA news consultant. UAA Student Union 
Den

VIDEO FOR SOCIAL MEDIA | DAVID PURDY
Extend the reach and impact of your stories with essential strategies 
and tips for producing effective social videos. KTOO’s Digital 
Director David Purdy discusses how to write, shoot and edit 
videos targeted to social media within the limitations of a smaller 
newsroom. UAA Social Science 213

#akpressclub



Noon – 12:45 p.m.
Sandwich buffet with coffee and dessert, $10 suggested donation. 
UAA Student Union Cafeteria 

1 – 2 p.m.
KEYNOTE | MICHAEL LAFORGIA
How I learned to stop worrying and start going deep on local 
investigative stories. Key lessons I learned over the years that 
enabled me to do more ambitious local stories. We thank The 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and the Alaska Humanities Forum 
for their generous support of this initiative and the Pulitzer Prizes 
for their partnership. UAA Student Union Cafeteria

2:15 – 3:30 p.m.
IN-DEPTH TELEVISION REPORTING | CATHERINE STEWARD & JASON LAMB
These days, finding time to produce and air in-depth, long-
term stories can be difficult. But it’s often in those stories where 
journalism finds its greatest success: stories that can teach, 
illuminate and inspire (to paraphrase Edward R. Murrow). In this 
session, we’ll help you develop the tools to craft longer-form stories. 
Time in a television newscast is precious, and we’ll tell you how 
to make the most of the time you’re given – before, during and 
after the shoot. With attention to story focus, natural moments 
and emotion, you can create stories from a local newsroom with a 
nationwide impact. UAA Consortium Library 307

KEYNOTE Q&A | MICHAEL LAFORGIA
Audience questions for keynote speaker and two-time Pulitzer-
winner Michael LaForgia, moderated by Paola Banchero, chair of 
the UAA journalism department. UAA Student Union Den

CHASING WINTER | KATIE ORLINSKY
Photojournalism and a changing climate.  
UAA Social Sciences 118



3:45 – 5 p.m.
HOW TO BE A JOURNALIST IN THE AGE OF “FAKE NEWS” | LIBBY CASEY
Recent research shows Americans believe the media has a critical 
role in democracy, but say it’s hard to get informed, trust the media 
and separate fact from fiction. So how can journalists show - not 
tell - our values and process, while increasing community trust? 
UAA Student Union Den

ANXY’S ORIGIN STORY | INDHIRA ROJAS
Indhira Rojas, the founder and creative director of Anxy Magazine, 
will be telling her personal story about trauma and what inspired 
her to create a magazine about mental health. Even though Anxy 
is an international magazine, the content is relevant to just about 
anyone who has struggled with their mental health. Anxy Mag 
dives into one topic at hand, whether it be anger or workaholism. 
UAA Consortium Library 307

JOIN THE ALASKA PRESS CLUB BOARD?
If you are interested in working to put together the annual 
Alaska Press Club Conference and Awards Celebration, you 
may like to join our board. 

Keep in mind, this is a working board. Alaska Press Club does 
not have staff members. Joining the board is a hefty volunteer 
commitment that is very rewarding. 

Elections are Saturday, April 21 in UAA Social Sciences 118 at 9 
a.m. Board member applications are at alaskapressclub.com. 

#akpressclub



6 p.m. 
COCKTAIL HOUR WITH THOMPSON & CO.
Arrive early for a cocktail hour sponsored by Thompson & Co., a 
partner at Alaska Press Club events for the last 20 years.
Williwaw, 609 F Street

7 p.m.
AWARDS CELEBRATION AND BANQUET
Announcing winners of the Alaska Press Club contest! Hosted 
by Mike Dunham and Jackie Purcell followed by dancing with DJ 
Spencer Lee. Tickets are $20 advance/$25 door, includes dinner and 
one drink. Williwaw, 609 F Street

9 p.m. – Midnight
CRUDE MAGAZINE AFTER PARTY
Come hang with fellow journalists over drinks and live 
entertainment. With DJ Joe Brady and performances by local hip-
hop collective Tubby & Friends. 
Brown Bag Sandwich Co., 535 W 3rd Ave. 

Sponsors & Partners
Alaska Humanities Forum

Alaska Public Media
Alaska Public Broadcasting Inc.

NPR
The Northern Light

KRUA 88.1 FM
Online News Association

UAA Department of Journalism & Communication
Alaska Teen Media Institute

GCI
Anchorage Press
Crude Magazine
Thompson & Co. 



Keynote Michael LaForgia is a 
reporter on the Investigations 
Desk at The New York Times. 
He joined the Times in 2017 
after working as an investigative 
reporter and editor for The 
Tampa Bay Times in Florida. 
Before that, he covered crime 
for The Palm Beach Post. He 
has twice won the Pulitzer Prize 
for local reporting, in 2014 for 
exposing problems in a Florida 
homeless program and in 2016 
for a series on one Florida 
county’s neglect of schools in 
black neighborhoods.

Indhira Rojas is the founder 
and creative director of Anxy 
magazine. For over a decade she 
has worked in the intersection 
of branding, editorial, and 
interaction design for The 
Bold Italic, Modern Farmer, 
Atlas Obscura and Medium. 
Rojas has also served as a 
facilitator, teacher, and mentor. 
She holds a Masters in Design 
from California College of 
the Arts and a Bachelors in 
Communication Design from 
Parsons The New School for 
Design. 

Visiting Presenters



Tim Evans has worked as a 
reporter at the Indianapolis 
Star since 1997. As a member 
of The Star’s investigative team, 
he has reported extensively on 
topics related to child welfare, 
the criminal justice system, and 
government and institutional 
accountability. Evans is a 
former Indiana Journalist of 
the Year, and recipient of the 
Annie E. Casey Foundation’s 
Casey Medal for reporting 
on children’s issues. In 2017, 
Evans and two colleagues who 
uncovered a national sex-abuse 
scandal in gymnastics received 
the Tom Renner Award from 
Investigative Reporters and 
Editors. Evans worked for 20 
years as a reporter and editor 
at newspapers in Indiana and 
North Carolina prior to joining 
The Star.

#akpressclub



Keith Woods is NPR’s Vice 
President of Newsroom 
Training & Diversity. Since 
2010, Keith has led the network’s 
diversity efforts and has worked 
with journalists at more than 
30 member stations. Before 
NPR, Keith trained journalists 
in writing, editing and diversity 
at the Poynter Institute, where 
he spent 15 years, five as faculty 
dean. He was a sportswriter, 
news reporter, city editor and 
editorial writer in 16 years at the 
New Orleans Times-Picayune.

Alison MacAdam is the Senior 
Editorial Specialist for the 
NPR Training Team, where she 
focuses on audio storytelling 
and editing. Alison got her start 
as a producer at WBUR. Alison 
spent more than a decade at 
NPR’s All Things Considered, 
including six as Senior Editor. 
In 2013-14, she was a Nieman 
Fellow at Harvard. In addition 
to her training work, Alison has 
recently helped edit NPR pilots 
and podcasts, including Code 
Switch and It’s Been a Minute 
with Sam Sanders.

Visiting NPR Presenters



Rob Byers is the Senior 
Production Strategist for the 
NPR Training Team. Rob 
started his public media career 
at NPR and led the part of 
the audio engineering and 
operations team at Minnesota 
Public Radio | American Public 
Media from 2008-2016. At MPR 
| APM, Rob’s work contributed 
to a Pulitzer and a Peabody.

Sara Kehaulani Goo is managing 
editor of NPR, responsible for 
the digital editorial strategy and 
staff. She joined NPR in 2016 
after more than a dozen years at 
The Washington Post, where she 
served as Senior News Director, 
digital editor and national 
reporter covering major 
technology firms, the aviation 
industry and the intersection 
of Washington and business. 
She oversaw the integration of 
the Post’s digital and newspaper 
newsrooms. And she founded 
Pew Research Center’s data 
blog, Fact Tank.



Catherine Steward is a 
photojournalist for WTVF 
NewsChannel 5 in Nashville, 
Tennessee, but she knows 
Alaska well; she grew up in 
Palmer and graduated from 
UAA, before working at both 
KTVA 11 News and Channel 2 
News.

Catherine has previously 
taught at the NPPA Southeast 
Storytelling Workshop in 
Atlanta and she will be speaking 
later this year at the Ignite Your 
Passion Visual Storytelling 
Workshop.

Tulsi Kamath is a digital producer 
at the Houston Chronicle. She’s 
Alaska-grown and used to work 
at The Northern Light and 
later KTUU-TV before moving 
south.
 
At the Chronicle, Tulsi’s focus is 
on distribution of content and 
curation of the paper’s flagship 
website, chron.com.
She also helps with social media, 
breaking news and producing 
and editing content.

Back in Alaska



Libby Casey is the on-air 
reporter covering politics 
and accountability for The 
Washington Post. She anchors 
live broadcasts and creates 
videos about politics and 
journalism that air on The Post’s 
website, YouTube, Amazon 
Prime, Facebook and other 
social media sites.
 
She started her career in 
public radio at KUAC in 
Fairbanks, then made the 
move to the nation’s capital in 
2008 as APRN’s Washington 
correspondent.

For the past five years, Jason 
Lamb has told the stories of 
Middle Tennessee as a reporter 
for WTVF NewsChannel 5 in 
Nashville, but it was Alaska 
where he got his start as a 
reporter, working for Channel 2 
News beginning in 2008.

He has previously taught at the 
NPPA Southeast Storytelling 
Workshop in Atlanta and he 
will be speaking later this year 
at the Ignite Your Passion Visual 
Storytelling Workshop.

#akpressclub



Heather Bryant is the founder 
of Project Facet, an open 
source software platform that 
helps newsrooms manage the 
collaborative editorial process. 
As a journalist and software 
developer she is completely 
fascinated with the intersection 
between journalism, technology 
and class. Her journalism 
career started in Alaska where 
she worked as the new media 
producer and digital services 
editor at KTOO Public Media in 
Juneau. 

Back in Alaska 

Many thanks to all our local presenters! 
Mike Dunham, Jackie Purcell, Christine Trudeau, Vera Bedard, 
Angela Gonzales, Joaqlin Estus, David Purdy, Will Morrow, Zakiya 
McCummings, Cody Liska, Kirsten Swann, Samantha Davenport,  
Victoria Petersen, Rachel Waldholz, Zachariah Hughes, Mark 
Thiessen, Janis Harper, Ed Schoenfeld, Lori Townsend,
Annie Feidt, Jill Burke, Tegan Hanlon, Loren Holmes, Victoria 
Barber, Kyle Hopkins, Liz Raines and Julia O’Malley.

#akpressclub



Katie Orlinsky is a photographer 
from New York City. She has 
photographed all over the 
world exploring everything 
from conflict, social issues and 
the environment to unique 
subcultures, animals and sports.
 
Since 2014 Katie has been 
working on a long-term 
photographic project in Alaska, 
documenting the transforming 
relationship between people, 
animals and the land in the 
face of climate change. She 
is the 2018 Snedden Chair of 
Journalism at University of 
Alaska Fairbanks.

Tim Bradner is a veteran Alaska 
journalist, formerly with 
the Fairbanks News-Miner, 
Anchorage Daily News and the 
Alaska Journal of Commerce. 
He is now co-publisher of 
Alaska Legislative Digest and 
Alaska Economic Report, and 
is the 2018 Atwood chair at the 
University of Alaska Anchorage 
School of Journalism.

Our Journalism Chairs
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